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History of the People of the Netherlands, By Petrus Johannes 
Blok, Professor of Dutch History in the University of Leyden. 
Translated by Oscar A. Bierstadt. Part iv. Frederick Henry, 
John Be Witt, William III. (New York and London : G. P. 
Putnam's Sons. 1907. Pp. v, 566.) 

By promise, this volume in translation is penultimate. It includes 
matter condensed as well as rendered from the Dutch text of volumes 
IV. and V. The honors belong notably to Mr. Oscar A. Bierstadt, who 
has given us a narrative in free, flowing and idiomatic English. Having 
tested the work in a number of places, by comparison with the Dutch 
text, we believe that the English version gains in force, clearness and 
interest by Mr. Bierstadt's renderings and judicious omissions. These 
latter are purely matters that concern the question of good English, or 
of justifiable terseness; for rarely has any statement of historical rather 
than rhetorical value been omitted. With most of the notes, the usual 
chapter in the appendix on the sources of Netherlands history (in this 
case from 1621 to 1702) has been retained. There are three colored 
maps, one of the Netherlands in 1648 and one in 1702, showing the ever- 
shifting boundaries of the agglomeration called the Netherlands, with 
one map of the North Sea and the English Channel, showing the loca- 
tion of the chief events in the naval wars, and a good index. This 
apparatus affords the scholar valuable guidance, for Dr. Blok's many 
years of research have covered the archives in other countries than his 
own and he seems to be abreast of their modern historical literature. 

Dutch history, as read or written by foreigners, suffers from dispro- 
portionate treatment. To the average reader, though probably not to 
most students, the time covered by this volume forms the most inter- 
esting era in the evolution of the Dutch people, for it is that of the 
" Golden Age ", when art, science, discovery, exploration, invention, 
wealth and comfort were at their height. The two-fold struggle, be- 
tween the centralizing and decentralizing forces and between the Cal- 
vinists and Arminians, was over and the age of healthy unification in 
state and of Rembrandt's might in art had come. Dr. Blok limns in 
clear outline and touches with firm hand the pictures of Frederick 
Henry, De Groot and other greater or miner characters, making a bril- 
liant panorama of a prosperous and happy people. Yet one seems to 
miss the colossal figures of William, Barneveldt and Maurice. The 
chapter on the United Netherlands in 1640 reveals the fact that while 
toleration was neither perfect nor had reached the point of full relig- 
ious liberty, yet the Netherlands led the world in freedom of conscience. 
The career of John De Witt, sublime in its purity and vigor, shows 
clearly how much the Republic still bore the marks of the limitations 
suffered in its origin. 

Though this volume treats so largely of political history, it is the 
political history of the people, while liberal space is granted also to other 
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utterances of the popular life Notably is this true in those chap- 
ters which tell of the preparations for the great coalition which William 
III. was to direct. We learn how and why one-half of the army of 
William III. in England were Huguenots, and why even to-day fifty 
per cent, of Leyden's population are of the same stock. After a clear 
description of the movements, in the coalition war, of England's Dutch 
deliverer of 1688, and an account of his last years, the volume closes 
with a brilliant chapter on the commercial situation and the life of the 
people at the end of the seventeenth century. 

Since this volume treats of events which are more familiar to most 
of us, and of Holland's relation to the great powers of France and 
England, we are glad that Professor Blok shows throughout great 
judicial poise. His work is on the whole admirable. It is especially 
interesting to those who would know something of the actual history 
and life in the home-land of the early New Netherlanders, their thought 
and enterprises, fears and hopes, their religious and intellectual inheri- 
tances and sympathies. More than any other of Dr. Blok's volumes 

this one lives up to its title. „. _ _ 

William Elliot Griffis. 

Letters and Papers of Charles, Lord Barham, Admiral of the Red 
Squadron, 1758-1813. Volume I. Edited by Sir John Knox 
Laughton, M.A., D.Litt. [Publications of the Navy Records 
Society, Volume XXXIL] (Printed for the Society. 1907 
Pp. Ixvi, 422, 4.) 

The present volume of Lord Barham's papers contains only those 
relating to the period when he was plain Captain Middleton (1758— 
1787), and is valuable rather because it contains letters from celebrated 
naval commanders of the time, or from men closely associated with 
them, than because of the few letters written by himself. Here one 
finds letters from Sir Samuel, afterwards Lord Hood, with enclosures 
from Campbell, Carleton, Digby, Galvez, Graves, Pigot, Prescott, Rod- 
ney and Prince William Henry. There are letters from Joseph Hunt, 
Sir George Rodney, Sir Charles Douglas, Captain Kempenfelt, Admiral 
Barrington and from one Captain Walter Young, who is quite unknown 
to fame, but whose intimate relations with Rodney give to his letters 
an interest second to none in the volume. The larger part of the inter- 
est of these letters belongs to the war in American and West Indian 
waters during and immediately following the American Revolution. 
The letters of Young, Rodney's flag captain, and of Hood, throw much 
new light on Rodney's campaigns. Hood's well-known criticisms of 
Rodney's vanity and greed, of his want of energy, decision and self- 
restraint, are corroborated by Young's criticisms, which are only in 
part vitiated by the fact that in some instances Young attributes to him- 
self (pp. 65-66) certain strokes of Rodney's "genius" The Guichen 
and Rodney naval contest of April 12, 1780, is here described (pp. 53-55, 



